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It is certainly true that the religious ideals of Irish
Catholics (so far as I have been able .to observe them)
are still what they were in their past history, ideals of
asceticism. They are Puritans in their disregard of
every trace of splendour in their church worship.
Their church knows no art but eloquence. Heedless
of ornament, even of cleanliness in their service/ they
are much more rigidly observant of fasts than those of
their religion in France or in England. It is true also
that their convictions run against the amassing of
money in large bulk. Yet for all that, the Irish
peasant saves money passionately for a purpose that
he can understand. No wealth that is not expressed
in land and cattle greatly appeals to him. But when
Catholic Irish tenants have become owners of their
lands, they have developed both thrift and the habit
of spending money wisely on improvement.
Among the educated laity, I have never met the
opinion that an educated Catholic either ought to be,
or is, more indifferent to worldly prosperity than any-
body else. And judging by those with whom I have
lived and worked, sometimes on terms of close in-
timacy, I cannot distinguish any point in which the
conduct of a gentleman is specially affected by the fact
that he is a Catholic, Certainly Catholic comrades of
mine, whether in political life or in the army, were as
free and fearless in following their purpose, and as
exacting in their standard of honour, as men of our
time could be. No priest ruled them, assuredly. Yet
their lives had an accent which was not that of
Protestantism : and it was impossible to live with
them and not feel how great a place, yet how un-
ostentatiously, their religion held in their lives.

